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Hoaxing ths Irish
Governor Cox offers the friends of

Irish independence a "gold brick"
when he says that if he is elected
;.rd the Uniu.-J States subscribes to
the league covenant as it .stands lie
wiit invoke the right given him un¬

der Article XI "to present the Irish
cause to the attention of the league."
The second paragraph of Article XI
is blindly drawn and gets nowhere.
It reads as follows:

"It is also declared to be the
friendly right ci* each member of the
league to bring to the attention of
'he Assembly or of the Council any
circumstance whatever affecting in-
t.rnational relations which threat¬
ens lo disturb international peace or

the good understanding between na¬

tions upon which peace depends."
It may be conceivable that Mr.

Gox, if elected President, might, af-
*.er the ratification of the covenant
;is it stands [two very remote con-

ting« ncies], lay before the Assembly
or the Council the claim that rela¬
tion.; b 'tween the United States and
Great Britain were gravely dis-
Lurbed by i.-ritish governmental
methods in Ireland. He could not do
so it he had :mv regard for the
nom'ty usually observed between na¬

tions. But even if he should do what
he recklessly pledges himself to do,
what would happen? The covenant

no provision for dealing with
suer a representation, The Council
and the Assembly are governed by
definite rules in settling actual dis¬
putes between members of the league
or between members and non-mem¬
ber;;. Nothing is said about dispos¬
ing of one nation's criticisms of the
:> 1.-rr.nl policies of another.
How could the Council or the As¬

sembly be persuaded to take juris¬
diction of a "dispute" between the
United States and Great Britain
arising over internal and local con¬
ditions in Ireland? Great Britain
;,;is a permanent representative in
the Council, and neither the Council
ri;>r the Assembly can do anything
without Great Britain's approval,
unless it is assumed that the other
members will hold that both she and
tt'p United States are disqualified to
art in an "interi itional contro¬
versy" ovor Irish administration
thus fasUvmd on her. Such a ruling
wo .'J, of course, rupture the league.

Interven ion on ¡Ireland's behalf,
andei the provisions of Article XI,
s ;. jure fanta y. Will Mr. Cox
ajao contra« t to int -vvene on Egypt's
i-im'n Under Article X, "the
he..i1 of the covonant," each league

engages to respect the terri-
'.o.'ial integrity of every other mem-

fc- r. Making an .fsue with Great
',rii-ftin «n« the liberation of either
ii_ia_i<_ __r £_üy¿>t would, tt&dejr tfeo

freezing restrictions of Article X.
be equivalent to an "external ag-
j_rc:'fdon." And ¿hut aggression
would at once make the United
.'tates a covenant orcaker and in
vdve us in war with all the other
members of the League of Nations
if ihe latter live up to their treaty
obligations.

Register!
This is registration week. In this

city the booths will be open on

Monday to Friday, inclusive* from
5 p. m. until 10:30 p. m. On Satur¬
day they will be open from 7 a. m.
until 10:30 p. m. Those in line at
the closing hour will be allowed to
register.

This is the first Presidential elec¬
tion in which women of this state
have had the ballot. The registra-
tion returns will show to what ex¬

tent they are eager to use it.
It has been said that the present

campaign has been apathetic. It
has been so.on the surface. Peo-
pie are less interested to-day than
they have usually been in some of
the outward manifestations of party
activity. The old taste for parades,
red fire and spellbinding no longer
exists. The Presidential candidates
are traveling over the country mak-
ing speeches. But what they say
is taken calmly. There is no hys-
teria in their welcome. Personality
seems to count less than it has
counted in other campaigns.
But these signs of surface apathy

do not argue a lack of real interest
in the 1920 fight. Seldom has an

election presented an issue whictt
has sunk so deeply into the public
mind. The "great and solemn ref¬
erendum" which President Wilson
wished on the country has been
prepared for by nearly two years
of exhaustive discussion. Nobody
can hope to say anything new about
the Administration's proposal.sec¬
onded by Governor Cox:.to fasten
on the country the league covenant
as it stands. The minimum format
reservations which the President
and the Democratic nominee say
they are willing to concede mean

nothing. Practically every voter has
known for a long while whether he
is for or against the unmodified
Wilson league.
An even larger issue remains.

That is continuance of Democratic
administration or deliverance from
it. The Eastern States spoke their
mind on this issue in 191 Pi. The
country as a whole spoke its mind
on it in the Congress elections of
1913. The enlarged electorate is
waiting to speak its mind on it
next month. Argument has been of
relatively little value in this cam¬

paign because the ease was defi-
nitely made up. The country Is
utterly weary of Wilson-ism and of
Democratic incompetency in Wash-
ington. All it asks now is a chance
to vote.
But no voter can cast his ballot

unless he registers. His emotional
reaction will be wasted unless he
qualifies as an elector. Therefore
every man or woman who wants
to translate pent-up sentiment into
action should get on the registra¬
tion lists at once.

If you do not register you cannot
vote.

Himself on Himself
Lewis H. Nash, of South Nor-

walk, Conn., has compiled a little
booklet of extracts from Mr. Wil¬
son's speeches in 1912. The extracts
arc drawn from the volume called
The New Freedom. They show
what the speaker once thought of
government carried on by a person
incomunicado, inclosed in a sound-
proof and thought-proof armor plate
vault and delivering his commands
through annunciators.
Here are some selections:
Page 81: "I conjecture that there

isn't any man who knows how to
take care of all the people of the
United Stales. 1 suspect that the
people of the United States under¬
stand their own interests better than
any group of men in the confines of
the country understand them."
Page G4: . "I do not believe

that the intelligence of America can
be put into commission anywhere. I
do not believe that there is any
group of men of any kind to whom
wo can afford to give that kind of
trusteeship. ... I do not care
how wise, how patriotic the trustees
may be, 1 have never heard of any
group of men in whose hands I am

willing to lodge the liberties of
America in trust."

Page 77: "I want the people to
come in and take possession of their
own premises; for I hold that the
government belongs to the people
and that, they have a right to that
intimate access.to it which will de¬
termine every turn of its policy."
Page 91: VI conceive it to be one

of the needs of the hour to restore
the processes of common counsel,
and to substitute them for the proc¬
esses of private arrangeme. t which
now determine the policies of cities,
states and nation. We must learn,
we freemen, to meet, as our fathers
did, somehow, somewhere, for con¬

sultation. There must be discussion
and debate in which all freely par¬
ticipate."
Page 105. "The whole purpose of

democracy is that we may hold coun-

se! with one another, so as not to

depend upon the understanding of
one man, but to dcp< ad upon the
counsel of all."

Finally, a last one bearing on the
recall of public officers out of touch
with-public sentiment, to wit:

Page 69: "We do not deny your
integrity; we do 'not deny your
parity ©1 pur;.a«, but th» thought

of the people of the United States
has not yet penetrated to your eon-
BclouRness. You are willing to set
for, the people, but you «re not will¬
ing to act through the people. Now,
we proposo to act for ourselves."
Governor Cox, as exactly as his

faculties permit, promises to follow
in his predecessor's footsteps. The
two "great men," as Cousin Roose¬
velt called them, at one in respect
to pre-election pledges, are to be
presumed to be at one in regard to
a redemption of them.

The New Steed
That aged black beast John Bar¬

leycorn never was a horse to reach
the White House; his owners, the
folks that groomed and finally put
over Governor Cox, ought to have
known he was a jockey unsteady in
his seat.
And Slush Fund, the skittish

young colt, was not much better.a
good looker, but a quitter. He might
last through a sprint among selling-
platers on an outlaw track. For the
Presidential Handicap.well, the
Governor's friends are explaining
that he never was supposed to last.
A little dust was all he was expected
to kick up.
So who can blame the Governor

for suddenly abandoning his earlier
mounts and riding out upon that
best of milk-white chargers, "My
League"? Gone is the racetrack
lingo; quite like Sir Galahad looms
up the Governor in New Mexico and
The Christian Herald, "fighting the
good fight," and running off quite
smoothly the old Wilsonian favorites,
"humanity" and the "heart of Amer-
ica."
There may be a little outburst of

rude profanity in Murphy-Taggart
circles against the way Sir Galahad
fooled them. But such irritation is
profitless. In politics now no cme
loves a saloon man, and under the
banner of the Double Cross Sir Gala¬
had, like Jehu, rifles furiously.

Erzberger on the Kaiser
To Matthias Erzberger belongs

the distinction of contributing a new

.detail to Kaiser Wilhelm's portrait.
In his recently published memoirs
the Centralist leader describes the
scene that took place at the meeting
between the Kaiser and the Reichs¬
tag deputation on July 20, 1917, on

the morrow of Bethmann-Holweg's
resignation and the adoption of the
Reichstag "peace" resolution.
The parliamentary leaders may

have been prepared for an indignant
outburst en the part of the All-
Highest; what they got was worse.

The Kaiser treated the situation in
a humorous light, and seemed to
think that the Reichstag resolution
was a huge joke. He informed the
Deputies that England and America
had concluded an alliance against
Japan, to which Japan had re¬

sponded by concluding a counter
alliance with Russia. Then he went
on to say that the whole of Conti¬
nental Europe was coming under his
leadership, and that be would start
a ocond Punic war against Eng¬
land.
The Deputies were amazed. But

the worst was yet to come. In a

jocular vein the Kaiser declared,
t< erring to the recent, battle in
Galicia, that the Prussian Guard
had "beaten the democratic dust out
of the Russian coats." "Where my
Guard turns up there is no democ¬
racy," he added, playfully.

Tlu-n he went off into a tirade
against. Rumanian treachery, and an¬

nounced that by way of punishing
that state he had devised a scheme
t<> divert the course of the Danube
at Cernavoda to the Black Sea, so as

to remove the delta from Rumanian
territory.

This raving was too much even

for the gray-headed conservatives of
the deputation. Erzberger says the
scene served more than any other
event to undermine the old regime.
"That evening," he writes, "Depu¬
ties who up to that time refused to
hear of a parliamentary system
openly declared that the prevailing
system must lead Germany to dis¬
aster."

The Nameless Child
Pleading for the nameless chil-

dren of America, Dorothy Canfield
Fisher, in The Pictorial Review for
Hiis month, tells of the policy adopted

( by France fm' the handling of an un¬

welcome problem. In fcomparison,
ibis country's indifference to the
future of ¡is so-called illegitimately
birr, citizens is gross.
Because the subject is distasteful

and offends our moral sensibilities
it is ignored. Nevertheless, the
problem exists. Thirty-four thou¬
sand such children are born every
year in the United States.thirty-
four thousand children for whose
future no one is willing to be respon¬
sible. The fate of these nameless
ones, as shown by the two reports
quoted by Mrs. Fisher, is as much a

reproach to our national honor as it
is to the parents who repudiate
them. From eighty to ninety-five
out of every hundred of these help¬
less babies die of starvation and dis¬
ease in the obscure, unsupervised in¬
stitutions to which their desperate
mothers consign them.

In France parents repudiate the
children just as they do here. But
from that moment the state takes a

hand. The attitude of the govern¬
ment is, according to Mrs. Fisher,
"that there is no such thing as an

' illegitimate child; there may be Ule-

gitimate parents, about whom many
things may be said, but if there is a

single human soul on this globe who
is absolutely free from the slightest
responsibility about the conduct of
those parents it is the baby." And
finally: "Whatever the attitude
toward those parents may be, the
child must have care." So a depart¬
ment has been created to see that
he gets that care.

All over France are officials whose
business is to look out for about two
hundred abandoned children until
their coming of age. These children
are not segregated in orphan asy¬
lums. France recognizes that very
few children survive even under the
very best institutional care. In¬
stead, they are placed in country
homes, known personally to the
superintendent, and a certain sum

paid monthly by the government for
their care. The superintendent puts
them on his visiting list, and his ad¬
vancement depends on the condition
and development of the children of
his district.
The difference between what hap¬

pens in France and what happens
here is that France realizes that
ostracising one parent and permit¬
ting the innocent victim to die of
slow torture, or branding it if it
lives, does not prevent such offenses
against the law.

Calvin Coolidge Says
(From his Flag Day -proclamation,

May 26, 1919)
Works which endure come from the

soul of the people. The mighty in
their pride walk alono to destruction.
The humble walk hand in hand with
Providence to immortality. Their
works survive. When the people of
the colonies were defending their lib¬
erties against the might of kinga they
chose their banner from the design set
in the firmament through all eternity,
The flags of the great empires of that
day are gone, but the Stars and Stripes
remains. It pictures the vision of a

people whose eyes were turned to the
rising dawn. It represents the hope of
n father for his posterity. It was
never flaunted for the glory of royalty,
but to be born under it is to be a child
of a king, and to establish a home un¬
der it is to be the founder of a royal
house. Alone of nil flags it expresses
the sovereignty of the people, which en¬

dures when all else passes away.
Speaking with their voice, it has the
sanctity of revelation. île who lives
under it and is loyal to it is loyal to
truth and justice everywhere. He who
lives under it and is disloyal to it is a

traitor to the human race everywhere.
What could be saved if the flag of the
American nation were to perish?

A Record of Failure
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: The human and economic loss
chargqable to the Wall Street bomb
explosion is dc.plorabla, of course; but
the occurrence offers another de¬
sirable opportunity to our national At¬
torney General to brag about himself
and to slap two or three Reds gently
upon the wrists, with the approv;il of
tin- Wilson-Wilson-Post combination.
A careful perusal of the daily papers

during the whole of the present na¬

tional administration has not revealed
positively to my (perhaps obtuse) in¬
telligence any decisive, effective effort
for the material benefit of the all-
American people or their protection
from the murderers, plunderers and
parásitos of the world. Indeed, it
actually seems that we have been ex-

¡doited for and held up to the ridicule
of the whole un-American population
of the globe. Personally, I can testify
to the loss under the present régime,
by direct and indirect robbery, of
several thousand dollars; and a large
portion of this loss is chargeable to
one of the great departments of our
boasted Federal government.
The Democrats have had their chance

and failed miserably on practically all
counts. If Mr. Harding is honest, in¬
telligent and decent, let's give him a

chance; but, at least, let us gather up
the wreckage, patch up the old Ship
of State into something like sea-
worthiness and proceed rapidly with
the construction of a new one from a
concrete of business rock cemented
with humanity. WILLIS R. PERRY.
New York, Sept. .10, 11120.

Wot Afraid of Hearst
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: As a reader of the editorial
columns of your paper for a number of
years, may I have the privilege to reply
to the article entitled "Pleasing Tam¬
many and Hearst"?
No fairminded citizen need have a

fear where Governor Smith stands on

any issue. His record as Governor has
been one to challenge the admiration
of those who hav opposed him. The
cry that the Governor will be con-
trolled by Tammany in the event of
his reelection does not dove-tail with
the career of the Governor. Any one
who will take the trouble to get the
facts and read the career uf Governor
Smith well knows that any office which
he has occupied has been filled with a

degree of justice exhibited by few of
our public men. If ever a man was
fitted to be Governor of our great
state and deserving of reelection,
Governor Smith is worthy of the peo¬
ple's votes; he is preeminently fitted
by training.
Governor Smith does not need the

support of Hearst. He is the one man
in public life who is not afraid of
him or his papers. W. B. KNIGHT,
New York, Sept. 30, 1920.

The Unknown Quantity
(From The Riehmond Times-Dispatoh)
The Bureau of Foreign and Domestic

Commerce supplies figures showing
that less distilled wines and liquors
weie consumed in the United States
per capita duriii'i the twelve months of
last year than in any other like period
since 1870. Aye, verily.leaving out of
account the amount consumed from
th. bootlegger supply. ,

TheCónningTower
Lay of the Lovelorn Lowbrow

I copped me out «a Jane and she was
there In every way,

Except she was a highbrow, with a
dome six stories high.

Her pet was reading funny colyums,
every single day,

A sheet that had a colyumlst she'd hike
ten miles to buy.

Now, I was nuts about this broad, I
can't crab outa that,

If ahe'da cracked, "Go douse your
knob," her word woulda been law.

She piped, "You readUhem colyums,"
so to crawl out of a spat,

I'd read with paper in my lap, a Web¬
ster In my paw.

I wore out one of Noah's books, from
trying to get the lay,

I got my right mitt calloused from
fingering that book.

And then I up and says to her, the
thirty-seventh day,

"Now,, don't shoot straight up in the
air, but look now, give a look.

"I think the ginks that pull that stuff
are cuckoo in the bean,

Just hep me why them guys don't write
good old United States,

They're always spilling words that I
ain't never heard or seen,

When they could drop the same dope
straight; there's something that I
hates.

"A jape, jest, jibe, jocundity, is what
they call a joke,

They say your konk is ligneous, when
they just mean it's wood,

A feller's incondite when he's a rough¬
neck kinda bloke,

If they said he's a tough guy, wouldn't
that be just as good?

"A termagant's a hard boiled doll, and
altercate means fight,

It's badinage if you and me is talking
kindn cute,

A goof with nyctalopia can't see so

good at night,
An awful rep hung on a simp, means

he's in disrepute.
"For hours, sweet patoota, I could

prove if there was need,
That any guy who writes a colyum is a

sickly quince."
How could I know that that was what

Rhe did to earn her feed?
She sloughed me one across the peep,

and I ain't seen her since.
SCHLOSS.

Commendation by the Boston news-

boys is given to Kerr and Schalk "for
their manly stand against the Benedict
Arnolds of baseball." Why not the
Nathan Hales? Their only regret ap¬
pears to have been that they had but
one series to give to the gamblers.

"If the offending ballplayers had
found Liberty bonds -under their
pillows instead of currency," asks R. P.,
"would they have received guilt edged
securities ?"

Well, we are willing to bet $35,000,000
to one cord tire that has been driven
only 24,572 miles that the Reds would
have won the series anyway. Takers?

If Mr. H. Bell Brown ever writes us
a letter he will address it, of course,
to One Fifty Four Nassau Street.

.John T. McGovern bought two
books Thursday.
.Tom Lamont says these are busy

days at the bank.
.J. M. Kerrigan is back from

Dublin and vicinage.
Hen Canby i.i moving- into his

Charlton st. house this, week.
.Ray Ives and Rosina Henley

are going' to Europe next week.
Prices of things are on the

downward toboggan everybody says.
---Ring l.ardner of fit. Neck will

spend some time in Brooklyn this
week.

Louis Untermeyer has a new
book of poems out named "Thfi New
Adam."
.Sam Mcrwin the transplanted

«-age of Concord, Mass., was in town
last week looking things over.

.Roy Durstine's new advertising
book is published by the publishers
of "Something Else Again." advt.

Paul Patterson of Baltimore was
a pleasant caller Thursday, he hav¬
ing been to a party at Geo. Nathans
^Wednesday eve'g.

Francis X. O'Malley took his an¬
nual trip to Beach Haven Fri.. being
met at Lakewood by the authors of
"The Beach Haven Blues."

Mr. and Mrs. B. L. Taylor and
family have moved to their October
place on \V. 79 st. They spent Sept.
in Riverside, Conn, and will Novem¬
ber in Glencoe, 111. Here to-day and
there to-morrow is Bert's motto.
. Fred Stone begins his 2(ith yr.

under Chas., Dillingham's manage¬
ment to-morrow eve, but it is longer
argo than that when we saw Fred at
the Ferris Wheel, Chicago, doing a
blackface act that was darned
comical.

Perhaps the authorities were too
| severe with Hard Boiled Smith. But
things even up, as Emerson said. Can¬
didate Debs still is in jail.

Suggested title for Miss Annette Kel-
lermann's book: "The Girl Who Under¬
stood Swimmin'."

Low! all our costs of yesterday
Aie one with motor cars and tires.

A slash in the price of newspapers
would be, we biasedly remark, the most
unkindest cut of all.

Fall Prices becomes a simple declara
tlve sentence.

». P. A.

The High Cost of Strides
Chapter III

Strikes arid the High Cost of Rent

By Marshall Old*
(This is the third of a series of thirteen

articles which are appearing upon this
page daily, including Sunday.)

Copyrteht, 1920. New Tork Tribun« Two.
The average New Yorker Is to-day

paying $32 more rent every month on
account of strikes or threats of strikes.

Bricks used to cost $10 to $1). a thou¬
sand. To-day they cost $44 a thousand.

Bricklayers used to lay from 1,200
to 1,500 bricks a day for $5.60 a day.
Now they lay from 600 to 800 bricks
fur $10 a day.

If it costs twice as much to lay half
as many bricks, it obviously costs four
times as much to lay each brick. And
when each brick itself nlso costs four
times as much to buy, it is not hard to
figure out one very material item in
the high cost of building and the high
cost of rent.
The reason why each brick eosts

four times as much to buy and then
four times as much to lay is at least
75 per cent because of the spirit of
strikes, tho threat of strikes and
strikes themselves.
New York is surrounded by square

miles of sand and gravel. There are

miles of mountains of sand along the
southern outskirts of Chicago. Yet in
New York or Chicago this basic build¬
ing material costs $4 to $5 a cubic
yard.twice as much as coal cost a few
years ago. The only possible reason

is strikes.
The writer was in a position where

he could watch tho erection, a few
years ago, of the building at 190 West
Fortieth Street. The ironwork went

up twenty-two stories at the rate of
two stories a day. The brickwork
went up at the rate of more than a

rtory a day.
Double Pay, Half Speed

There is a much smaller building
going up at the corner of Madison
Avenue and Fortieth Street at pres¬
ent. Each piece of material in it
costs up to four times as much as

that in the former building. Every
laborer is getting twice as much pay.
Rut in spite of this the building is
going up half as fast. With this con¬

spicuous and typicf.l example, a child
could figure out the reason for the
high cost of building and the cost of
rent to-day.
A New York City schoolhouse just

put up is an exact duplicate of one put
up before the war. This makes possible
an exact comparison of labor efficiency
then and now. Even on such a building,
for the education of their children, work
to-day was 33 1-3 per cent less efficient.
What is it, then, on the ordinary job?
Often at least 50 per cent less efficient,
say almost all builders in all fields.

All this applies merely to the high
cost of buildings on which construc¬
tion progress is steady, even if slow.
On buildings which are affected by
strikes high costs are not only run

up much greater, but for a special
and pernicious roffton run up dispro-
portionately greater.
As is well known, years ago the

building field was one in which
strikes of the ordinary kind.between
the workers' unions and the employers
.flourished. For a number of obvious
reasons, however, the union has a

very distinct str;itegic advantage in
such controversies. In the first place,
the employing side was weakened be-
cause the employer represented only
one or a few building operations and

jwas further divided into contractor,
¡architect and owner, often with dif-
ferent interests, while the union rep¬
resented all the workers of a given
class in a locality.
Held Up by a Feiv

Again, a building operation requires
the werk of many classes of labor, one
after another.excavator-;, plumbers,
steehvorkers, masons, carpenter:-, etc.
so that a strike of any one. of these
classes of workers, though they repre¬
sented but a small minority of the total
workers, could hold up all building op¬
erations.
As a result of these and other cir-'

cumstanees, builders long ago found
that it was cheaper in the long run to
yield to almost any demand, no mat-
ter how unfair, from the unions rather
than permit a strike. Thus, although;
there has been for years far less strik¬
ing in tho building trades over con-j
troversies between employers and em-
ployces, the strike threat has served

'.constantly to increase the cost of
building far more than actual strikes!
have increased costs in many other:
fields. In fact, the report of the Calder
commission of the Senate shows
that to-day at least one-third is
always added to the estimated ac-
tual cost of any building operation to
provide against "contingencies" which
consist chiefly of possible labor trou¬
bles. A large New York contractor ha
stated within the last few weeks that
he would not think of accepting a con¬

tract at a fixed price without, adding
50 per cent for such "contingence s."
Many of such "contingencies" are

'quite involved, but here is one very sim¬
ple example. Some time ago the f am

fitters decided that it was below their
dignity to move radiators from the
ground floor up to where they had to be
installed. They demanded, on threat of
a strike, that somebody else be hired to
carry the radiators. The emp
yielded and hired extra labor to do this.
But the steamfitters soon found that
with this work done for them they could
not charge so much time to a given job.
So they demanded, on threat of strike
and some of them did strike-that they
again be allowed to carry up their own

radiators!
A_ a result of such continually

increasing demands, not only for
higher wages a;:d shorter hours but
for all sorts of special and expensive
concessions, always backed by th*
strike threat, costs of buildings have
gone up for a decade out of all pro¬
portion to normal costs, and rents
have continued to go up even faster,
both because of these costs themselves

and because of the way they have
handicapped and decreased building.
But entirely in addition to this, cost

of building, and, consequently the cost
of rents, has gone up tremendously
since the war as a direct Tcsult of
strikes.
These strikes have been of two

kinds: First, strikes in the building
field itself, 9 per cent of which have had
nothing to do with any controversy
between employer and labor but have
been the results of fi_hts between
unions; and second, strikes that have
interfered with the production or

transportation of building material
and raised its costs by raising its co'st
of production or by causing a shortage
which has raised its price through com¬

petition.
The first of theje types of strikes.

that because of fights between union
and union, generally for jurisdiction
over some particular class of work.
when it is fought out to a conclusion,
and ono or the other union wins, has
exactly the «««ame effect as any other
strike in holding up the completion
of the building, increasing the inter¬
est charge before any return can come

from the building and often'«
serious depreciation of unused or

partly used material.

The Price oj Victory
Jurisdiction fights between unions,

however, are more and more tending to
result in compromises which often do
far more toward increasing cost* of
building than the strikes themselves.
A new type of heating regulator, for
example«, is put on the market and be¬
cause of its superior qualities is adopted
in ma«ny buildings. It consists of a

meter connected by pipes and valves
to the furnace. Immediately the
plumbers' union and the steamfittera'
union each claims ¡t should be erected
by their workers and each calls a strike
to keep the othrr out of work until
the other ¡rives in. If, as has been
said, the strike results in a victory for
either side, the owner of the building
only suffers tha ordinary losses of an

ordinary strike. But if there is a com¬

promise reached, this compromise Is
very frequently that the workers of
each union shall do a part of the job.
This means that the work which one

or two men could easily and quickly do
by themselves muse now be dona by
twice that number of men, each of
whom lias to wait for the others to
get through with their operation, with
the almost invariable result; that the
installation costs at least twice as

much or more than if one man or

«rroup of men were allowed to go right
through with it from the beginning.
Four unions called strikes to see who

should set registers. Two unions now

control this one job. Flambera an«l
steam litters must now work together in
connecting a boiler which either could
connect easily and much more quickly
alone.

Nineteen strikes out of every
twenty in the building trades all over

the country during the last year
have been of this kind, and they con-

stitute one of the biggest reasons

why only half as much work is being
done for twice as much money anc

,vl ;. the price of building is going ur.

gh that even the present higl
rent3 are not enough inducement foi
the building of enough new buildings
to offer any hone of rents being re

duced, at least for years to come.

Why Materials Went Lp
The second element in the higr

cost of rent to-day for which strike:
are chiefly r sponsible is the high cos'

of material.
Our steel capacity in 1918 was 39,

10 tons. In 1919 the steel com

panies had orders for 4-1,000,000 ton:
which they were bending every elfor
to fill. But the steel strike cut oui
actual production last year to 37,
000,000 tons.

Such a_ shortage as this, due to thi
steel strike, has a far more seriou:
effect on building operations and th«
cost of building than the figure
themselves indicate. The great ma

jority of our steel is bought by bi«
and consistent users of steel like th«
railroads or the American Bridg
Company, or other manufacturin,«
plants. Such users are always in th
market and so in a specially favor
able position to _et as much, or a!
mo as much, steel as they requir*
When there is a shortage, therefor«
it means that the smaller or o(
casional user of steel has to bear th
chief brunt of that shortage, wbic
often means there is no steel at all fo
him the builder is such an oc
casional user of steel. A shortag
therefore of 7,000,000 tons in the ste«
market docs not merely mean tha
there is 20 per cent less steel fo
him, but means there is no steel at a
for him, or so little in proportion t
the demend that he has to pay exoi
bitant prices for it.
The third and final Way in whic

strikes have added to the. high cost (

building has been in holding up «.

ing the transportation of buildir
material.

Freight Delays
All the freight traffic is divided in

classes. Smaller, more valuable produc
and perishables which require caref
and quick transportation are put und«
the head of first-class freight, more
charged for transporting them, ai

they are given a preferential right
way. hi the same way there are se
ond, third and fourth class freights.
When, because of such a strike as th

on the Clyde and Mallory boat lines
for other causes, more traffic has
be transported by a railroad than t
railroad can transport, shippers, who a

extremely anxious to get their freig
through, and particularly where t
value of the commodity in proporti
to its weight will warrant it, invariab
send it under a higher classificatic
In this way the railroads have their e
tire capacity demanded by first or fii

and second class freights, so that *_lrç_and particularly fourth class freifh*cannot be handled at all.
Fourth da** freight obviously .___.sists of coal, lumber, stone, brick,stn<fand other commodities which have a,very large bulk and weight in propor¬tion to their va ...

Because coal ts absolutely necessaryspecial arrangement» are always made,even under conditions of the severestcongestion, to give coal preference butthe brWance of fourth c:a?s commoditiesunder such circumstances hardly m.v.at all. It is also at mogt ofthis balance whieh cannot be moved atall consists of bui -8j
This strike, then, on the boat lines

congested tho > _.,._,__ rr(f
which a large part of < --,. |BB_1er and otl material fg
norma!' ;prjn~,the real of p-actically
nobui: action.The outlaw -v. v,^
gan a little later ., althoughit did not tie ipped 1 -ran*-
portation of -"try, oper¬ate.! in exactly .'¦.¦ .>. > ->a;¡7
to prevei I the on 0f

g r.77i'^r: il .- 0#
the country.
M ireover, as .'

.*. bee».»
more and more i !t oe.
came necessary f r _d_ t0
use every c:ir .¦ | ;-.<;?just to move coal and food and th«
absolute neci an em¬
bargo had to be put _. ma¬
terial, which pre ¦¦ transporta¬
tion at all. even at higher rates.
This is the chief reason why brick»

are $44 a thousand.

From $1.70 to $10
This, pi is danger of

building strikes, or as ox-
pensive increase of work i?' demands
backed by the threat ;' strikes, is
what makes -, which
can be mined ai " ;ared for
$1.70 in Indiana, cost $10 when erected
in New York, _ -.i.ivd other
building cost
Edward P. Doyle, try of the

Mayor's housing c>n.: I , after a

thorough inveç* -, the hijh
cost of New York rents, says the chief
reason is "labor unto .^profit¬
able strikes."

As typical of the whole situation
Commissioner Doyle gives this specifio
example: The irban Homes
Company began g on cheap
land, with a splendid organisation,
abundant capital anil thoroughly capa¬
ble supervision. The original inten¬
tion of the company was to rent rooms
for not more than $12 a month, hut it
finds it cannot rent the rooms just built
for ¡ess than $ ."- to $^7 a rr.o-:'h for
four rooms," which means just $32 per
month more rent, not only now, but for
years to come.
And this official authority added

again: '"The situation is entirely up to
labor. "'

To-morrow's article: "The High
Cost of Si ..;"' es to La

Real Cause of Housing Shortage
To the Editor of The Trib

Sir: There is much ;:¦: about the
housing proposition, yet all the news¬

papers seem scared to say anything
about the- re;;! cause of 1 t-^ge of

¦:g house-. Last ighl I had a

conversât;^:; >rs, men
who have erect of flat houses
and private dwe!. These men

say that ai

money in the building of dw ¡Hing houses
under present I be sen:
to a lunatic asylum.
They say 'he cost

of a building i i that
the cost of labor to .; compared with
twenty-live year- ;. i, ten '.:ne_ as

much. Thej sh« we ires prov¬
ing that th 1,000 bricks
was ?ó in ! .95, '¦ -' to-day
is $50. Carpei:*- painting and
other work y high
Twenty-five ye .v it houst
for ten fam nts of fit«
rooms and bath to i .lb«
erected for $15, '¦''>'¦ u

apartment of five i d hath, couk
bo rented at from nth.
To-day that same ; would cos'

at least $115,000 to (

do his own figu " re-

required to make
of, si y 5 per cei t < '-men!
When you add
the Federa',. nd city taxe

that are heaj
¡S the!'- ¦' ly want
to be a Ian llord -'P Poli
tician and idge "< r the land
lord's "goat" .'
Why don't the ':tr'- *:

and erect houses for bersï I
they would r1 :.' of walkia

ttes to work >' woul
lessen the sh« ;

New York, Se] t. :: I, L920.

Deport the Reds!
To the

Sir : !: e il ;.-' Ion
the Wall Street
slowly. Have not .;

gun in the « rhaps?
Even before :' of that mu

derous blast I ad died ";i!'al

steps too
been tak -:i to »m '¦

portation Red in «

country as an and ". *'

thu3 purify the a

least. It is not sur1.''. t, is state
that Reds are undei :,'e he
and in Chicago. That amount« to litt
and keeps Federa', detectives' fro» b<

ter and mere active w

Prompt arrost and immédiat« à

portation are the proper remedies f
this present foreign menace in peac
fu! America, and I am personally
favor of adding some of our mpote
and supine national officials to »

first foreign tbipmi
GEORGE W. HILLS.

New York, Sept. 30, 1920.


